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Transmission / Interconnection
• Kansas is part of the 

Southwest Power Pool
• Interconnection service 

request process involves 
3 studies, usually taking a 
year or more

• Deposits total $160,000+
• All new generators (gas, 

nuclear, coal, etc.) go 
through the same process

• Transmission service 
request is separate

(Image from www.SPP.org)

Permitting requirements
• Kansas has taken a 

“hands off” approach 
in permitting wind 
projects.  Local 
governments have 
control.

• No state permitting 
requirements.

• Flint Hills is a 
voluntary exclusion 
zone.

(Image from www.kcc.state.ks.us)
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Existing Wind Projects

•Montezuma – Gray County is zoned, but no regs for wind.
•Elk River – Butler County is zoned, and there are regs for wind.
•Spearville – Ford County is zoned, but no regs for wind.
•Smoky Hills – Lincoln County is not zoned, and no regs for wind.

Ellsworth County is not zoned, and no regs for wind.

Property taxes

Kansas has exempted wind projects from 
property taxes.  However, voluntary payments in 
lieu of taxes (PILOTs) to counties are common.
– Gray County, 112MW at $305,000 (escalating with 

CPI) for 10 years
– Butler County, 150MW at $150,000 for 15 years
– Ford County, 100MW at $221,628 (escalating at 

2.5%) for 30 years
– Ellsworth / Lincoln Counties, 100MW at $300,000 (1st

phase)

State renewable energy goals
Kansas:  10% by 2010 and 20% by 2020

(Image from www.dsireusa.org)
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Financing / Offtake

• Power Purchase Agreement (PPA)
• Build Own Transfer (BOT)

• Merchant



 




















































































































































































































































