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Contact Information

John West

Pipeline Safety Specialist

U.S. Department of Transportation 

PHMSA Office of Training and Qualifications

Main  (405) 954-7219

My Office  (405) 954-7220

Email  John.West@dot.gov



PHMSAôs Mission Statement

To ensure the safe, reliable,

and environmentally sound

operation of the nationôs 

pipeline transportation system.



DOT Reorganization

PHMSA = Pipelines and Hazardous 

Materials Safety 
Administration

OPS = Office of Pipeline Safety

TQ = Training and Qualifications



DOT Reorganization
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PHMSA Regional 

Offices



ËState and Federal Pipeline Inspectors 

(Courses in OKC)

ËIndustry Personnel via Seminars

PHMSA TQ

Training

CFR 49

PHMSA Office of Training and 

Qualifications
Providing Training For:



PHMSA
Pipeline Safety

ËStrategic Plans & Assessment

ËTechnology & Standards

ËMonitoring State Programs

ËCompliance



State  Programs 

Section 60105 

State Certifications

ËAdopted:

ý Federal Pipeline Safety Regulations

as a Minimum

ý Enforcement Authority

Pipeline Safety Law



Pipeline Jurisdictions

ËInterstate

(Federal)

ËIntrastate 

(State)

Pipeline A

Pipeline B



Compliance

Section 60118

ËOperator Shall:

üComply with Applicable Safety Standards

üPrepare and Follow an O&M Plan

üMaintain Records Required by the Safety     

Standards

Pipeline Safety Law



Strategic Initiatives 

to Improve Pipeline Safety

Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration



Strategic Focus

ÅImprove the safety of the Nationôs pipelines

ÅReduce the number of serious incidents causing death & injury

ÅReduce the likelihood of any incidents in high consequence areas 

ÅReduce the potential for hazardous liquids spills into unusually 

sensitive areas 

ÅProvide the basis for increased public confidence in pipeline safety



Pipeline Safety 

Mission

ÅHazardous Liquid Pipelines 186,000 miles

ÅNatural Gas Transmission 306,000 miles

ÅGas Distribution Pipelines 1.2 million miles 

ÅLiquefied Natural Gas (LNG) 108 Facilities



Pipeline Safety 

Challenges

ÅMarch 23, 1994, Edison, NJ

Å30ò Natural gas transmission line operating at 

970 psig ruptured

ÅForce of escaping gas excavated area around 

pipe and gas ignited

ÅSeveral apartment buildings burned

ÅInvestigation found ñteeth marksò on pipeline

ÅCrushed Ford Ranger pick-up truck excavated 

near rupture



Pipeline Safety 

Challenges

ÅJune 10, 1999, Bellingham, WA

Å16ò Gasoline pipeline leaked into a creek in a 
city park and stretched for 1.5 miles

Å1.5 hours after leak started, gasoline ignited

Å3 fatalities, 8 injuries

Å$45 million in property damage

ÅLeak caused by damage to pipeline during 
1994 water treatment plant construction



Pipeline Safety 

Challenges

ÅAugust 19, 2000, Carlsbad New Mexico

Å30ôô Natural gas transmission line ruptured, 

ignited, and burned, for 55 minutes

Å12 people who were camping near the 

pipeline failure site were killed

ÅAdjacent pipeline equipment was heavily 

damaged and three vehicles destroyed

ÅProperty and other losses totaled approx. 

$998,296

ÅInvestigation found significant pipe wall 

loss due to internal corrosion


